
May 21, 2019 
 
 
 
MEMO 
 
To:  TUHSD Board of Trustees 
From:  Liz Seabury, Principal; Jasper Thelin, Teacher 
Re:  Classroom name change proposal at Drake High 
 
Background -- 
Room 705, the Drama Room, located across the foyer from the entrance to our Little Theater, 
has been referred to as "David's Room" for decades. The Drake Fund just awarded us moneys 
to begin the process of transforming this large old classroom in to a legitimate fully functional 
Studio Theater, with lights and sound and drapery to create backstage and wings. It is the 
perfect time to give the new space a new name. There is also a precedent: the adjacent music 
room 703 is already called the "Perry Smith Band Room," named after a long time former music 
teacher here. 
 
Naming Authority --  
BP 7310 reason #1: "In honor of individuals who have made outstanding contributions to 
students and to public education." 
 
Dedication --   
A graduate of Tam, David g. Smith is finishing his 27th year as Drake Drama Teacher this spring. 
He is the rarest type of drama teacher, in that he is also a playwright who produced the full 
array of plays year in and year out. Broadway musicals, Shakespeare and other classics, 
contemporary pieces, and original works, including often literally writing plays for the specific 
actors in his class. His focus on actors working to seek the truth, access authentic feelings, and 
understand their process, as opposed to merely parading students through the gauntlet of line 
memorization, will remain a testament to his work in our fine arts department. 
 
Recommendation --   
Having gained approval from the Drake Leadership Council on 4/17/19, the Drake community 
recommends that the BOT rename DHS Room 705 to "Room 705, the David g. Smith Studio 
Theater.”  

 
 
 


